
Friends and others
Duncan Campbell concludes his anat-
omy of Britain's secret services, fol-
lowing the Prime case

Organisation charts for the British
secret intelligence agencies shown
below have never been made public
before. They were obtained from a
handbook issued by American in-
telligence agencies to their own
staffs. Of British agencies, only the
Defence Intelligence Staff (DfS) is
publicly identified, with its
structure of four directorates set
out in the Civil Service Lists sold
by HMSO. The others operate un-

.der a variety of covers.
MI5, the Security Service, re-

fuses to be identified other than by
its code - 'Box 500'. It is referred
to in conversation as 'Box' or
'Five'. Employees of MI6, the
Secret Intelligence Service, are col-
lectively known as 'Six' in this
country and 'the friends' while
abroad.

'Five' has six directorates con-
cerned with intelligence and secur-
ity operations in the United
Kingdom. Directorate F is con-
cerned with 'domestic subversion'
- largely a euphemism for the
study of the British political left
and the trade unions. After the
1972 miners' strike, a group of in-
dustrial managers with suitable
political views and experience was
recruited into this directorate.

Directorate K co-ordinates coun-
ter-espionage in Britain. It is
divided into numbered sections.
Thus K7 is responsible for counter-
intelligence within the intelligence
services themselves (including
MI5), while K9 investigates people
who unexpectedly resign or retire
from sensitive positions. Both these
sections face criticism for the Prime
debacle. Within sections, indi-
vidual desks co-ordinate spying on
individual targets - for example
Plaid Cymru, or the Labour left in
London.

Directorate S ('Support') is re-
ponsible inter alia for MI5's giant
computer installation in Mayfair
(see NS 5 March). This central
computer has 'satellites', co-ordi-
nating information with other agen-
cies and government departments,
including one in the MI6 HQ at

Century House in Westminster
Bridge Road near Waterloo station.

MI5 still has residual responsibil-
ity for security in British colonies,
It has, for example, a Security Liai-
son Officer in Hong Kong. There
are also SLOs in Washington, Ot-
tawa and Canberra, linking with
their counterparts there.

MI6 has both a 'Chief and a
director to deal with routine admin-
istration. SIS activities in South
America appear to have no Regio-
nal Controller. This is probably a

reflection of American dominance
in this field in Latin America -
where SIS's main activity is to
accept what the 'cousins' (the CIA)
offer by way of intelligence ex-
change. This may have affected the
handling of intelligence about the
Argentinian invasion of the Falk-
lands;

SIS's Directorate of Special
Support "is responsible for provid-
ing the technical paraphernalia of.
modern spying. Counter-intelli-
gence and Security includes in. its

. function 'aggressive counter-intelli-
gence' - like trying to infiltrate the
KGB. Requirements and Produc-
tion are MI6's 'salesmen', responsi-

ble for discovering the 'needs' of
the customers - mainly the
Foreign Office and the Ministry of
Defence - and then providing
them with the-finished product' .

The Ministry of Defence, besides
hiding much of the secret agencies'
budgets, has three directorates res-
ponsible for Economic, Scientific
and Technical and Military intelli-
gence. A fourth directorate pro-
vides military support to other in-
telligence agencies - including
several major 'eavesdropping' posts
for GCHQ and the SIS training
school at Gosport in Hampshire
(which is disguised as an army
training camp).


